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Sounds of Chinatown is a collaborative, community-focused project
that aims to record the unique sounds of New York City’s Manhattan
Chinatown and think about this historic neighborhood through its
soundscape. Our goal is to draw attention to how sound and noise
influence individuals and communities.

This SoundWalk focuses on what is commonly
thought of as “the heart of Chinatown” and
will take you past historical landmarks, parks,
places of worship and the Manhattan
Detention Center. Chinatown is shaped by its
geography – bisected by Canal Street, the main
thoroughfare between the Holland Tunnel and
the Manhattan Bridge, squeezed up against
civic and federal buildings in Tribeca, and
bound by the East River on its eastern flank.

Experience Chinatown in a new way. Renew
your sense of place and physical environment
through mindful listening and walking. Decode the
undertones of urban life and connect them to larger
community concerns. Rediscover the
neighborhood’s unexpected soundscapes – what do
you hear? Consider how sound and noise influences
this historic neighborhood and the people who live,
work and visit Chinatown.

1. Canal Street Subway Station (N/R/Q/6)

5. Columbus Park

Welcome to Chinatown and its main thoroughfare,
Canal Street. Take a deep breath and listen. Do you hear
the squeal of the train brakes as it approaches? Many
Chinese immigrants travel between the large Chinese
enclave in Sunset Park and Chinatown for work, shopping
and services. NYC visitors and residents also visit
Chinatown for its large array of stores and restaurants.
Listen to the voices of the street vendors as they try to
attract the attention of people walking past. You will also
no doubt hear traffic. As the main artery between the
Holland Tunnel and the untolled Manhattan Bridge, Canal
St is perpetually traffic-clogged, especially with trucks.

Columbus Park opened in 1897 and was laid out by
architect and landscape designer Calvart Vaux, who also
co-designed New York City’s Central Park. Today,
Columbus Park is affectionately known as Chinatown’s
Living Room. You may hear the low murmurs of seniors
socializing, playing cards and listening to traditional
music, as well as local youths playing soccer and
children running around the playground.

2. Chung Pak LDC (96 Baxter Street)
Chung Pak provides 88 affordable apartment units to very
low and extremely low-income seniors, who are aged
between 85 and 100 years. Situated on floors 3 through
12, there is a 1-year waiting list for applicants. The building
also houses a health clinic, childcare center, and retail
stores offering essential services to the Chinatown
community. At this spot, you may hear the chatter of longtime residents in Taishanese (a variant of Cantonese).

3. Manhattan Detention Center (MDC)
You’re looking at the North Tower of the Manhattan
Detention Center. The Manhattan Detention Center is a
municipal jail and part of the Manhattan Detention
Complex, also informally known as The Tombs. The city
plans to tear down the existing jail and rebuild a new, 40story jail – a process that could take up to 8 years. Since
the jail alsoshares a wall with the Chung Pak senior
residence next door, the demolition and construction
could expose residents at Chung Pak and the rest of
Chinatown to air and noise pollution and reshape the
physical environment. Can you imagine the sounds of
constant construction at this site for years?

Let

To kids who grew up in the neighborhood, Mosco Street
was known as Suicide Hill because boys regularly risked
their lives joyriding down the middle of the street on
roller skates or box scooters. Around the corner,
Mulberry Street has become dedicated to the provision
of funeral services. You may hear the somber sounds of
a funeral procession or vans making flower deliveries for
final rites.

7. Church of the Transfiguration (29 Mott St)
Built in 1801, today this Roman Catholic parish serves a
mostly Chinese congregation. The church is connected to
an elementary school on Mott Street, which is operated
by the Maryknoll order. Enter the church – you may hear
Masses being conducted in three languages: Cantonese,
Mandarin, and English.

8. Doyers Street
This tiny, one block long street has a storied past – both
as a cultural meeting point for Chinatown residents as
well as a place where gang violence often erupted in the
1880s - more people have died violently at the angled
bend than at any other street intersection in the US.
Doyers is also home to Manhattan’s oldest dim sum
restaurant – Nom Wah Tea Parlor. Listen out for the
sounds of the old cash register and the plates delivering
Nom Wah’s made-to-order dishes.

4. 62 & 70 Mulberry Street

9. Canal Arcade (46-48 Bowery)

Walk to the corner of Mulberry Street and Bayard Street.
You will see the burned shell of the former PS23 building
at 70 Mulberry, which was home to many local
community-based organizations. Before the fire, one
used to hear the drums of a lion dance troupe and music
from an innovative Asian-American modern dance
company. Down the street at 62 Mulberry, the current
brick parking garage will be replaced with a 13-story
hotel. With three major concurrent major construction
projects in such a small area over the next few years,
community stakeholders are concerned about the level of
noise, air pollution, and impact to traffic patterns and
small businesses.

Walk north on Bowery and keep an eye out for a tunnel
entrance next to Joe’s Shanghai. The tunnel was carved
out of the plot left behind by the old Bowery Theater,
which burned down in 1929. Walk through to Elizabeth St
and you will hear diners at New Malaysian restaurant and
people ringing the doorbell to enter the hidden Japanese
sushi bar, Nakaji.
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6. Mosco and Mulberry Streets

hello@soundsofchinatown.com

10. Mahayana Buddhist Temple (133 Canal St)
This temple is home to NYC’s tallest Buddha statue. It is
open to the public and for a dollar, you can also choose
your fortune. Enter the peaceful realm of the temple to
escape the cacophony of Manhattan Bridge traffic. You
may hear calming Buddhist chants and an occasional
gong as you wander respectfully around the cavernous
space.

